
Traffic safety experts now recognize that a tire’s age sig-
nificantly affects performance. Old tires—even with good 
tread—can blow out or suddenly lose pressure, causing  
serious crashes, says Dave Melton, Liberty Mutual’s director  
of transportation technical consulting services. 

Some tires show their age—
turning brown, cracking and 
bubbling—but others look fine. 
“Just because the tire looks 
good on the outside doesn’t 
mean it’s not deteriorating on 
the inside,” Melton says.

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration notes 
that tires age faster in warm-
climate states such as Arizona, 
Texas, California and Florida. 

Melton advises replacing 
tires that are six years old or 
older, including spares. Even if high gas prices have you  
driving less, tires deteriorate whether they’re used or not. Also 
be sure to check the age of replacement tires, plus tires on 
boat and cargo trailers, RVs, motorcycles and other vehicles. 
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a prewarmed car may be 
appealing in cold weather. 
here, ways to use a  
remote safely.

An idling vehicle can gobble up money and energy—an 
expensive proposition these days. Still, if you use a 
remote starter (a popular auto add-on in cold climates), 
heed this advice from Dave Melton, Liberty Mutual’s  
director of transportation technical consulting services.

1	Follow the operating instructions in the owner’s 
manuals for both your car and the remote starter. 
Many experts and auto manufacturers agree that the 
best way to warm up your car is to drive it—not let it 
sit idling.

2	To prevent carbon monoxide poisoning, never  
remote-start your car in a closed garage. Even with 
the garage door open, don’t let the car idle. Instead, 
move it out of the garage to let it warm up. 

3	Purchase a remote starter that has an automatic 
vehicle shut-off if someone attempts to drive away 
without inserting the key. Test it for reliability.

4	Keep the remote away from children or anyone else 
who might inadvertently start your car.

www.libertymutual.com/lm/rewards 

Liberty Mutual Rewards 
Liberty Mutual has teamed up with Tire Rack 
to offer a FREE Accutire Digital SetPoint™ 
Programmable Air Gauge with any $150 purchase.

A Real  
Self-Starter

DID YOU KNOW?
A sampling of cases since 
the late 1990s documents 
128 deaths and 168 
injuries from accidents in 
which tires older than six 
years failed. Thousands 
of other cases from aging 
tires have resulted in 
property damage and loss. 
Source: Safety Research & Strategies, Inc.

TRACKING  
THE EVIDENCE
Think your tires are dependable? don’t 
be fooled by good looks. 

HOW OLD ARE THEY? 
The U.S. Department of Transportation requires tires to be 
marked with a code indicating when they were made. You can 
usually find this code on the outer sidewall, but sometimes you 
have to remove the tire to see it on the inner sidewall.

Look for a code that ends in three or four numbers, which 
signify the week and year the tire was created. For example,  
a tire stamped 0607 was made in the sixth week of 2007. 
Three digits date the tire to the 1990s when coding began.  
So 228 identifies a tire made in the 22nd week of 1998.
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